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who are sending me away. You have but to say one word,
and this comedy will have no denouement?
It was true; but the fatality which ever attended me, the
iread perhaps of a lasting tie, or my libertine spirit, which
turned ever, in spite of myself, towards new loves and new
pleasures, prevented me from saying that word, and made
me persist in my resolution. I cannot describe our last hours
together. She kept asking me how I could bear to be thus
my own executioner and hers; and I could give her no saris-
factor}' answer, for I knew no more than she did, save that
some occult power prompted me to this gloomy course. Next
day they started. Although Marcolina had my carriage,
Querini made a wry face when he saw her vast number of
boxes being piled on it. I went with them as far as Pont
de Beauvoisin, where we stopped. Marcolina slept with
Dame Veneranda, and I passed the whole night sitting on a
chair, with my head on the pillow beside Marcolina's. After
the long night of tears I rose, had my horse saddled, and
after placing Marcolina in her carriage, embraced her once
more, and rode off. I did not see her again for eleven years.
I rode for six hours without stopping; then, worn out
with fatigue, I returned to my hotel. I flung myself dressed
on nay bed, thinking it would be impossible for me to close
my eyes, but in ten minutes I was asleep, and slept for
nineteen hours. When Clairmont came in answer to my
bell, I ordered him to bring me meat and wine, which I
greedily devoured; then falling back, I slept again heavily
icill the following afternoon, when I awoke, refreshed, and
able to take some interest in life.
Three days later, having bought a good two-wheeled car-
riage mounted on springs, of the kind called an Amadis, I
started on my long trip to Calais and England in my
dressing-gown and night-cap; my trunks I sent by diligence.
It seemed to me that by travelling in this deshabille, and a
-jprey to utter loneliness, I was paying some kind of tribute to
any dear Marcolina.